
 June 2018 

 

Dear prospective English II-Honors student, 

 

 Congratulations on your acceptance into the English II-Honors course! Use this summer to relax 

and energize yourself before your sophomore year. 

 

We have created a couple of assignments that will help us determine the reading and writing 

skills that you already have and those that we will need to continue to develop during the next school 

year. We will complete these assignments soon after school commences in September. In preparation for 

those tasks, you’ll need to read the books listed below by Friday, September 7: 

 

1. Ethan Frome, Edith Wharton 

○ Published in 1911, Ethan Frome is set in the fictional Massachusetts town of Starkfield; 

in it, Edith Wharton introduces readers to Ethan Frome, a mysterious man who was 

injured in a tragic accident a few decades before the start of the story. The novella 

endures for its memorable symbols—the red scarf and shattered pickle dish, 

particularly—and its haunting conclusion. 

2. Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck 

○ John Steinbeck’s classic 1937 novella Of Mice and Men tells the story of George Milton 

and Lennie Small, a pair of migrant ranch workers in search of employment during the 

Great Depression. The text explores themes of isolation and justice and critiques 

assumptions about the accessibility of the American dream. 

3. Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain 

○ Widely considered the quintessential American novel, Mark Twain’s Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn follows Huckleberry Finn and escaped slave Jim as they sail down the 

Mississippi River. It also functions as a scathing satirical criticism of some of the most 

troubling aspects of American society, including racism. 

4. whole-school choice read 

○ One of the titles—Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy, Trevor Noah’s Born a Crime, Jason 

Reynolds’s Long Way Down, or E. Lockhart’s We Were Liars—selected through 

Hillsborough High School’s March Madness Summer Reading competition.  

 

It will be beneficial to you to annotate or take notes while reading the works listed above; if you’d prefer, 

you can reflect upon your readings in a journal after you finish a chapter, act, or the book as a whole. 



Though we will not grade your annotations, notes, or journals, they will help you succeed on the 

assignments that we have prepared for September. More than simply read these works, you’ll want to 

study them; as you’re reading, ask yourself, What are these authors trying to say, and how are they saying 

it? 

 

Please do not wait until the last minute to read these texts. If you have problems understanding 

any of the works, use Shmoop and other academic study guides to supplement your reading and facilitate 

your understanding; do not solely rely on these websites, though. 

 

If you have a question at any point during the summer, don’t hesitate to email us at 

kshindle@htps.us or mknapp@htps.us. We’ll respond with promptness.  

 

Looking forward to meeting you, 

HHS English 2 Honors Teachers 

 

 


